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June 25, 2025
Adirondack Local Government Review Board Meeting
Members/Attendees: Brian McDonnell, Chairperson; Carrie Tuttle, Vice Chairperson;
Clay Arsenault; Steve McNally; Linda Eykelhoff; Jeff Green; John Foppert; Kevin Geraghty; Ron Moore (Absent); Joe Pete Wilson (Absent); Frank Thomas (Absent); Richard Fogarty; Brian Wells; Tom Kalamas (Absent); Ralph Palcovic (Absent); Brian Campbell (Absent); Matt Newby (Absent); Clay Arsenault; Jeremy Evans (Absent); Gerald Delaney, Executive Director, Pamela Howard, Secretary

Guests: Keith McKeever, Public Information Director, Adirondack Park Agency 
             John Burth, Deputy Director for Regulatory Programs, Adirondack Park Agency
      
Brian M called the meeting to order at 10:34 a.m.
All recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Introductions:  All present gave brief introductions of themselves.
Receipts $ 24
Approval of May minutes. Moved by Linda and was seconded by Rich. All ayes. Passed
Approval of June bills. Moved by Kein and seconded by Jeff. All ayes. Passed.
June APA meeting 
· Various environmental groups thanked the APA for allowing them to comment on updates to the SLMP and accessibility within the Adirondack Park, including comments concerning exempting Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) from the definition of motor vehicle in the APSLMP. Some environmentalists commented that they would like to be considered when updating the SLMP (backcountry skiers).
· Barb Rice recognized new appointments.  John Burth, with over 18 years of experience in regulatory and enforcement, has been appointed Deputy Director for Regulatory Programs. He will be responsible for supervising the Agency’s project review, permitting, and enforcement programs. He began his career at the Adirondack Park Agency in 2007 in the Enforcement Division as an Environmental Program Specialist 1. The New York State Senate confirmed Governor Kathy Hochul’s nominations to appoint two new board members, Jose Almanzar and Rush Holt Jr., to the Adirondack Park Agency board and confirmed the reappointment of current board members Benita Law-Diao, Daniel Wilt, Ken Lynch, Mark Hall, and Zoë Smith. Board member Arthur Lussi will continue to serve in his current appointment. The Agency will welcome its two newest board members at its next monthly meeting. Jose Almanzar is an attorney with over 15 years of legal experience in environmental law and policy matters across numerous industries, including real estate and renewable energy. He fills an Out-of-the-Park seat. Rush Holt Jr. is a scientist and former United States representative with a background in public policy and physics. He represented New Jersey’s 12th congressional district in the United States House of Representatives from 1999 to 2015. Mr. Holt lives in Clinton County and fills in the In-Park seat. Matt Brown was promoted to an Environmental Program Specialist II. Rice welcomed Emily Pulcini back to the agency as a Mapping Intelligence Specialist I. She was previously an intern in the summer of 2024. Gabe Conklin was accepted as a GIS summer intern.
· APA Chair John Lyman Ernst was presented with a Citation from Governor Kathy Hochul recognizing his many years of service to the Agency, the Adirondack Park, and the State of New York. Chair Ernst has been a board member since 2016 and was appointed chair in 2021. He will retire from the board at the end of this month.
· The board heard a summary from Agency staff of public comments received on the proposed 2024-2025 Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan amendments package and a proposed final package for discussion. A key change to the proposed amendments in response to comments was the removal of language related to other power-driven mobility devices. “The majority of comments focused on the accessibility amendments, where the public voiced strong opposition to the addition of other power-driven mobility devices language. The board is stepping back to review this specific part of the package. The rest of the proposed amendments will be brought before the board for discussion and, eventually, a vote later this year,” a memo from Agency staff to board members stated when outlining this change. The memo added that the NYSDEC is in the process of developing a statewide policy for mobility devices, and that the Agency will partner in the development of that policy for the Adirondack Park. The board will now consider the full package of amendments and vote on them at a future meeting.
· The board heard an informational presentation from Agency staff about trends in Agency enforcement cases, which included an overview of recent enforcement data and outcomes. Potential violations involving wetlands, shoreline regulations, and permit noncompliance have been the most common types of enforcement matters reviewed by staff. The majority of violations continue to be resolved at the staff level through settlement agreements or voluntary remediation, with a focus on ensuring compliance with the law and protecting the Park's resources.
· The board approved a permit authorizing the Chateaugay Lake Foundation to engage in a one-time application of the aquatic herbicide ProcellaCOR EC in Upper Chateaugay Lake to control Eurasian watermilfoil. Application of the aquatic herbicide ProcellaCOR EC, involving wetlands, within four treatment areas in Upper Chateaugay Lake to control Eurasian watermilfoil in the Towns of Dannemora and Ellenburg, Clinton County. Permit conditions include adherence to Clean, Drain, Dry standards for equipment, and a post-treatment concentration monitoring report and aquatic plant survey. 
Old Business
· None
Resolution – DANC Follow-up
·  NTIA/DANC Middle Mile Broadband Project vs. Hamilton County Middle Mile Project. Carrie and an associate met with APA staff on-site for the NTIA/DANC Middle Mile Broadband Project. The APA wants a visual impact report for pole placement for the entire length of the project. The APA staff were helpful. All project pole placements are within the DOT right-of-way. This led to a discussion on how the permit process could be standardized. Standardizing the permitting process will reduce cost and time, and allow applicants a better understanding of what is required.
· Clay and Brian also spoke about Hamilton County's Emergency Communications Tower projects. Three tower projects are on the drawing board in southern Hamilton County, an expansive land mass in the heart of the Adirondack Park with fewer than four residents per square mile. One, in the town of Morehouse, is out for bid. Arietta, “Spy Lake,” just received approval from the APA on June 17, 2025. The tower heights had to be modified from their original application of 140’ down to 110’. Tower height plays a role in determining the number of towers required. The higher the tower, the less the need for additional towers. Jeff asked Clay if the Morehouse towers would provide cell coverage. Clay and Brian stated they believed it was just for Emergency Management Services, but they would let him know.
· Carrie suggested that counties within the Adirondack Park work together to develop a multi-county broadband project. The planning and design process includes many decisions, including determining communication protocols and defining the geographical layout. Planning and design involve coordinating everyone engaged to consider all requirements while staying on the same page. Carrie will draft a resolution on the process and present it at our next board meeting. 
New Business
· None
Correspondence 
· None
Round Table
· Rich F commented about the amount of salt used on the roads in his community. Gerry said DOT does keep data on how much is used and has trackers on their trucks. Also, Adirondack Action has the information.
· Linda thanked Carrie for all her expertise and opinions. All board members agreed Carrie is an invaluable resource.
· John (APA) and Keith (APA) thanked the board for having them. Keith also thanked Carrie for her DANC presentation at the Adirondack Forum and Gerry for the APLGRB presentation. He also educated the board on John’s dedication, compassion, and ability
· Brian W thanked Gerry for the informative meeting and informed the board that the Town of Indian Lake has two cell tower projects. One to the west on Route 30N toward Blue Mountain Lake and one to the East on Route 28 toward North River.
· Clay told the board that a drilling company has taken core samples of the dam. This is needed to determine the design and cost of the project.
· Gerry asked the board for support in requesting that Mark Hall be the APA’s new Board Chairman. Brian M moved for Gerry to draft a resolution of support, seconded by Brian W. The board passed this unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 12:07 pm.

The next meeting is August 27, 2025, at the Adirondack Hotel in Long Lake.
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