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May 28, 2025
Adirondack Local Government Review Board Meeting
Members/Attendees: Brian McDonnell (Absent) Chairperson; Carrie Tuttle, Vice Chairperson;
Clay Arsenault; Steve McNally; Linda Eykelhoff; Jeff Green; John Foppert (Absent); Kevin Geraghty; Ron Moore (Absent); Joe Pete Wilson (Absent); Frank Thomas (Absent); Richard Fogarty; Brian Wells; Tom Kalamas; Ralph Palcovic (Absent); Brian
Campbell (Absent); Matt Newby; Clay Arsenault; Jeremy Evans (Absent)
Gerald Delaney, Executive Director, Pamela Howard, Secretary
Guests: Robyn Burgess, Principal, Adirondack Park Agency 
Carrie Tuttle called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m.
All recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Receipts $ 12.00
Approval of April minutes. Moved by Linda and was seconded by Kevin. All ayes. Passed
Approval of May bills. Moved by Jeff and seconded by Tom. All ayes. Passed.
May APA meeting 
· John Ernst announced that the New York state budget includes funding for the Adirondack Park Agency. The budget allocates $1 million for a carrying capacity study requested by environmental groups and increases the Adirondack Park Agency's headquarters construction fund by another $10 million.
· Minerva Supervisor Steve McNally addressed the Adirondack Park Agency board and told board members the town would likely seek a permit next spring to use the herbicide ProcellaCOR to kill off beds of invasive milfoil that have started to rebound in recent years. Minerva used the herbicide in 2020 — the first on a growing list of Adirondack lakes to do so — and found no milfoil plants for a couple of years following its use. At that time, the town treated about half of the 80-acre lake. McNally said it needs to use the herbicide now to treat small pockets of emerging beds, which is too costly to manage with contracted dive crews. He stated it’s been a very successful program, I have not heard a negative thing about it, and our fisheries are doing great.
· Dave Gibson addressed the board on the recently approved 2025-26 state budget includes $1 million appropriation within the NYS Environmental Protection Fund which tasks and begins to fund the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation for a pilot study for a carrying capacity study of certain Adirondack lakes, with an immediate focus on the Saranac Lakes. The APLGRB discussed how carrying capacity studies are completed, the positive and negative aspects involved in the process, how different areas manage carrying capacity, and how hiking and boating studies must be conducted differently.
· Barb Rice acknowledged the anniversaries of the Forest Preserve and Land Use. Governor David B. Hill signed the law on May 15, 1885, creating the Adirondack and Catskill Forest Preserves. The law required that all state lands in eleven Adirondack and three Catskill counties “be forever kept as wild forest lands.” This law also authorized the creation of a new Forest Commission to administer the law.
· The board heard a Community Spotlight presentation about the Town of Elizabethtown from Supervisor Cathy Reusser. Located within one of the two counties wholly within the Adirondack Park, Essex County, Elizabethtown serves as the county seat. It is also known as the eastern gateway to the High Peaks region, a popular destination for outdoor recreation. In her presentation, Supervisor Reusser highlighted Elizabethtown’s efforts to revitalize their community while protecting the surrounding environment, which draws visitors and residents alike. The full report can be found at community-spotlight-etown.pdf. This led to a discussion on water and sewer projects, funding packages, and how repayment may exceed the project's life.
· Ben Brousseau, who will be Keith McKeever's replacement when he retires, and Keith McKeever provided an overview of the Agency's updated website, which launched in April. They explained why changes were made to the website and how they have supported the Agency's public information efforts thus far. This included showcasing how the website furthers goals outlined in the Agency’s 2021 Transparency Initiative, as well as New York State goals for website branding and accessibility. Keith also provided an 
· overview of land classifications.
· The board approved three permit applications. First, the board approved a permit authorizing Eagle Lake Property Owners, Inc., to engage in a one-time application of the aquatic herbicide ProcellaCOR EC in Eagle Lake to control Eurasian watermilfoil. Permit conditions included adherence to Clean, Drain, Dry standards for equipment, and a post-treatment concentration monitoring report and aquatic plant survey. Full details can be found  . Second, the board approved a permit authorizing Mountain View Association to engage in a one-time application of the aquatic herbicide ProcellaCOR EC in Mountain View Lake to control Eurasian watermilfoil. Permit conditions included adherence to Clean, Drain, Dry standards for equipment, and a post-treatment concentration monitoring report and aquatic plant survey. Full details can be found 1 - P2025-0052-DRAFTPermit.pdf.  Third, the board approved a permit authorizing Elk Lake Land Inc. for the construction of a single-family dwelling and related development in the Town of North Hudson. This project did not have to go before the APA, but due to a relationship with John Ernst, the board wanted to be fully transparent. Full details can be found 1-P2024-0275-DRAFTPermit.pdf
New Business
· None
Resolutions
· Resolution attached. Resolution written by Carrie Tuttle, “Development Authority of the North Country (DANC) and National Grid Northern NY Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Project.” Moved by Kevin and seconded by Linda. Passed. Carrie provided a narrative of the broadband project proposed, which includes Hamilton County and Indian Lake. The Development Authority of the North Country (DANC) will receive a major $14,547,750 investment through the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s (NTIA) Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Grant Program to significantly expand broadband access in the region. This funding will expand nearly 350 miles of broadband fibers across Upstate NY, particularly in the North Country, to increase high-speed internet access for thousands of families, and help close the digital divide for hundreds of vital community anchors from hospitals to schools.  The project will provide internet access to areas where it is currently unavailable and is essential for emergency services. The APA previously signed off on the project, but now requires more information on pole placement. The information will cause a delay in the project and may require changes to the project plan. Brian W asked if power was part of the project. Carrie said no, but power utility companies are more likely to run electricity when the infrastructure is there. Carrie will meet with an APA representative next week and will inform the board of the outcome.    
Correspondence 
· Payments from Towns and Counties.
Round Table
· Robyn asked board members their thoughts on having the Adirondack Government Day Forum in the Fall rather than the spring.  Board members stated that they had other meetings to attend, as well as elections and budget meetings in the fall, and spring worked better with their schedules. Gerry suggested the forum be held in the spring when the legislatures are on break in Albany, as they would be more likely to attend.
· Gerry spoke about the APA Adirondack Forum and its benefits. Governmental leaders and Adirondack Town Officials were able to connect to discuss Adirondack issues. 
· Brian W asked if municipalities were allowed to sue the APA. Gerry suggested he consult with his legal counsel.  
· Brian M stated the Rail Trail from Tupper Lake to Saranac Lake, and it is highly used. Businesses are seeing increases in sales and are expanding. High Peaks Cyclery is planning on opening a new shop in Tupper Lake.
Motion made by Brian M and seconded by Carrie to adjourn the meeting at 11:57 am.
The next meeting is June 25th at the Ausable Inn in Keene Valley, NY.
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