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October 29, 2025
Adirondack Local Government Review Board Meeting
Members/Attendees: Brian McDonnell, Chairperson; Carrie Tuttle, Vice Chairperson;
Clay Arsenault; Steve McNally; Linda Eykelhoff; Jeff Green; John Foppert; Kevin Geraghty Ron Moore (Absent); Joe Pete Wilson (Absent); Frank Thomas (Absent); Richard Fogarty (Absent); Brian Wells; Tom Kalamas; Ralph Palcovic, Brian Campbell (Absent); Matt Newby; Jeremy Evans (Absent); Gerald Delaney, Executive Director, Pamela Howard, Secretary

Guests:  
· Robyn Burgess, Adirondack Park Agency, Principal Adirondack Park Local Planning Assistance Specialist
· NYS DEC Commissioner Amanda Lefton
· NYS DEC Executive Deputy Commissioner for Natural Resources Katie Petronis 
· NYS DEC Regional Director Joseph Zalewski
· NYS DEC retired Commissioner Christian Ballantyne
· Lewis County Manager Timothy Hunt

Brian M called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m.
All recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Introductions:  All present gave brief introductions of themselves.
Receipts $ 24
Approval of September minutes. Moved by Linda and was seconded by Jeff. All ayes. Passed
Approval of October bills. Moved by John and seconded by Jeff. All ayes. Passed.
October APA meeting
· Mark Hall is the executive director of the Adirondack Park Agency, having been              appointed as the chair in October 2025. 
· The board authorized a public hearing and comment period for a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) involving proposed amendments to the official Adirondack Park Land Use and Development Plan Map. Agency staff provided an overview of the proposed map amendments requested by a landowner in the Town of Lake Luzerne and the associated DSEIS before the board voted to approve the public comment period. The hearing will be held on November 6th in Lake Luzerne. Public comments received at the hearing or in writing will be incorporated into the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement before it is presented to the Agency board at a future meeting.
· The board authorized the expansion of the Sunset Bay RV Resort through the addition of a 357± unit RV campground adjacent to the existing resort. Permit conditions include a required connection to the extended Fulton County Sewer District, required planting of trees and shrubs, restrictions on vegetation removal and lighting, a requirement that all RVs remain readily moveable with no attached structural additions, and adherence to the project plans in relation to construction of the campground and stormwater management.
· The Board hosted a community spotlight presentation with Village of Tupper Lake Mayor Mary Fontana. During her presentation, Mayor Fontana shared the priority projects, present challenges, and goals of the Village of Tupper Lake, which included highlighting the positive impacts of the recently completed Adirondack Rail Trail, which links Tupper Lake to Saranac Lake and Lake Placid via a 34-mile multi-use recreational trail.
Tim Hunt, Lewis County Manager presentation
· Hydrostor has approached towns in Lewis County to develop a project for energy storage. Hydrostor is a leading developer and operator of long-duration energy storage systems it leverages proven technology solutions for delivering long-duration energy storage to power grids around the world. Hydrostor’s technology uses a simple combination of air, water, and underground hard rock caverns, our patented A-CAES technology allows grid operators and large energy users to draw on clean energy, even when there is no sun to fuel solar panels and no wind to generate energy from turbines. This patented technology allows grid operators and large energy users to draw on clean energy, even when there is no sun to fuel solar panels and no wind to generate energy from turbines.  Hydrostor, founded in 2010, is backed by Goldman Sachs Asset Management, the Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPPIB), Canada Growth Fund (CGF) and other forward-thinking institutional investors, providing financial security to commit to top-tier energy projects. Using a simple combination of air, water, and underground hard rock caverns. The project has the potential tom create jobs for 300-500 people. Housing these employees is a concern as well as the current infrastructure in the Towns of Watson and Croghan who are both working with the county to update their current zoning laws to address future problems. The county and towns are working together to address trucking of rock, tax status, revenue resources, and other concerns.
· Deer River Wind Farm. Avangrid Renewables filed an Application under Article 10 of the New York Public Service Law on or about Feb. 6, 2019 regarding constructing the Deer River Wind Farm.  The project is a proposed 101.4-megawatt (MW) wind-powered electric generation project (of up to 25 wind turbines and related components) to be located in the Towns of Pinckney and Harrisburg, Lewis County, with a Point of Interconnection (POI) located in the Town of Rodman, Jefferson County. As of October 2025, the Deer River Wind Farm project is not operational. The project was proposed and filed for permits in 2019, but it has been cancelled. The project was intended to harness renewable energy resources like wind and create local jobs and   energy independence. However, the project has not been completed, and as of October 2025, it remains a cancelled wind farm in Pickney, Lewis County, New York, United States. 
· The transmission line from the hydropower plan in Lewis County, NY, is part of the        Smart Path project, which upgrades 78 miles of transmission lines from Massena in St.    Lawrence County to Croghan in Lewis County. This project is crucial for New York's      clean energy goals, including 70 percent renewable energy generation by 2030 and a zeroemissions electricity sector by 2040. The project's completion will enhance the reliability and environmental benefits of New York's electrical grid, ensuring a clean energy future   for the state's residents.
· Governor Kathy Hochul dedicated nearly $21.6 million to 103 farms across the state through the Dairy Modernization Grant Program to support New York’s dairy industry. The Dairy Modernization Grant program awarded eligible applicants for projects to expand on-farm milk storage capacity, improve the transportation and storage of milk, and strengthen the dairy industry. The program supports the needs of dairy farmers by facilitating the installation of critical technological and infrastructural improvements that will improve dairy supply chain efficiency and avoid the need for raw milk dumping during emergency events. The North Country farms (15 of them) received $3.3 million in funding.
· Taxation is one of the biggest concerns for Lewis County. 
NYSDEC
· DEC’s mission is to conserve, improve and protect New York's natural resources and environment and to prevent, abate and control water, land and air pollution, in order to enhance the health, safety and welfare of the people of the state and their overall economic and social well-being. DEC's goal is to achieve this mission through the simultaneous pursuit of environmental quality, public health, economic prosperity and social well-being, including environmental justice and the empowerment of individuals to participate in environmental decisions that affect their lives.
· The Commissioner, and staff, stated they wish to be open, receptive, and transparent. They are willing to engage in dialogue and aid towns, counties, and villages to reach favorable outcomes. The Commissioner asked questions about Lewis County and other county/town projects and offered valuable connections to APLGRB members. She stated she would be following up with Regional Director Randall Young (Region 6) on concerns she heard today. She also thanked the APLGRB for inviting her to the meeting. Safety, transparency, good relationships, and commitment to duties and responsibilities are some of her goals.
· Different members of the board expressed their concern with common sense approaches, willingness to be open to new ways of doing things, prior year issues, environmental groups, DEC staffing on trails, trail signage, and vehicle and equipment fleet problems.
Old Business 
· None
Round Table
· Tim Hunt addressed New York’s holiday-week hunt – which allows hunters in most of the Southern Zone to use a muzzleloader, bow or crossbow – is set for Dec. 26 through Jan. 1. He said snowmobilers may be limited to trails as some are privately owned and landowners may not want to allow access to their properties while hunting is going on. Lack of access will affect trail prepping and trail riding. Tim also asked Gerry if he is following the SALT Task Force. Gerry is on the Task Force and a full report can be found Adirondack Road Salt Reduction Task Force Assessment and Recommendations. The suburban reservoirs that supply 10% of New York City’s vaunted drinking water are getting saltier due to decades of road salt being spread near the system. The NYC watershed will be conducting studies and developing solutions to address the problem. All members stated salt concerns will end up costing the taxpayers more money. Environmental groups are actively involved in legislative efforts to address the impact of salt on the environment.
· Carrie voiced concerns with the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act. New York State’s Climate Act is among the most ambitious climate laws in the nation and requires New York to reduce economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions 40 percent by 2030 and no less than 85 percent by 2050 from 1990 levels.  Carrie cautioned against unintended consequences of this law. These recent regulations issued under the New York Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act introduce an additional layer of complexity to the landscape of climate regulations. In these and anticipated future regulations, companies will face not only increased reporting and recordkeeping requirements but also enhanced risks for potential enforcement actions as a result of noncompliance. Adding uncertainty are recent and anticipated lawsuits challenging the validity of any final regulations. Any judicial invalidation of all or portions of final regulations could delay or forestall their implementation, halt enforcement, and lead to reevaluation of the rulemaking process. While the suits proceed, regulated entities must stay apprised of the current compliance requirements and applicable regulations. New York will continue to issue regulations under the new law to address climate change in furtherance of the state’s goal of aggressively transitioning to a carbon-neutral economy. These regulations may have a likelihood of being more stringent than analogous federal law, which creates complexities in crafting compliance programs and modifying business operations. Compliance with this evolving regulatory landscape will be a critical priority for regulated entities in New York. Landfills, telecommunications, Broadband, and the electrical grid may face undue hardships.
· Steve announced the fall AATV meeting will be at the Marriott in Lake George on December 7 and 8.
· Ralph stated ProcellaCOR has been successful in his town. He will continue to monitor the lake(s) to screen for any potential problems. 
· Brian M wished all running for re-election good luck.

Brian M thanked everyone for coming and adjourned the meeting at 12:25 pm.

The next meeting is on December 3, 2025 at the Ohio Inn. There will be a Holiday Gift Grab and Steal game. All gifts should be $25 or less. 
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