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February 26, 2025

Adirondack Local Government Review Board Meeting 
.
Members/Attendees: Brian McDonnell, Chairperson; Carrie Tuttle, Vice Chairperson; Clay Arsenault (Absent); Steve McNally; Linda Eykelhoff (Absent); Jeff Green; John Foppert; Kevin Geraghty (Absent); Ron Moore (Absent); Joe Pete Wilson (Absent); Frank Thomas (Absent); Richard Fogarty (Absent); Brian Wells; Tom Kalamas (Absent); Ralph Palcovic; Brian Campbell; Matt Newby; Clay Arsenault; Jeremy Evans (Absent).
Gerald Delaney, Executive Director, Pamela Howard, Secretary 
Guests: Barb Rice, Executive Director, Adirondack Park Agency
Keith McKeever, Director of Public Information, Adirondack Park Agency
Mark Hall, Board Member, Adirondack Park Agency 

Receipts: $36.00 

Brian McDonnell called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m.

All recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Approval of January minutes. Carrie moved (with changes she provided) and was seconded by Ralph. All ayes. Passed

Approval of February bills. Jeff moved and was seconded by Carrie. All ayes. Passed.

All individuals present gave a brief introduction of themselves.

January APA meeting
Public Comments
· Clay Arsenault, Supervisor of Long Lake and Hamilton County Chair addressed the board about the public safety communication project in Hamilton County. He stated this project is not a want but a need. He vocalized the problems incurred during the permitting process and the associated costs. Restricted tower heights, APA land classifications, and public versus private lands are hindrances to the project's site. He requests the application process be streamlined to allow for fewer incomplete applications. Clear, concise directions will enable the county to be better able to provide a complete application the first time and not have to resubmit multiple times.
· Brian Wells, Supervisor of the Town of Indian Lake, echoed Clay Arsenault’s sentiments. He stated public safety communication projects are needed for emergency services. Hamilton County’s project will save lives. Emergency service providers in Hamilton County work with surrounding community providers to reduce redundancy, more effectively meet user needs, and decrease associated costs. He felt emergency communications require a distinct permitting process different from telecommunications projects. A better-streamlined, understood process will decrease NIPAs, reduce costs, free up staff to do other duties and alleviate frustration. Brian also thanked Barb Rice, Mark Hall, Meghan Phillips, and Gerry Delaney for their interest, communication, dedication, and professionalism.
· Jackie Bowen, Adirondack Council Director of Conservation, spoke about the State Land Master Plan (SLMP) amendments. She stated, “Proposed Change Opens the Door for Motor Vehicles in Wilderness.”. Currently, powered wheelchairs are allowed on all portions of the Adirondack Forest Preserve. Wheelchairs may go anywhere that feet are allowed to go. APA’s proposed amendment would address outdoor-only mobility devices, referred to as “other power-driven mobility devices” (OPDMDs). Motor vehicle access is currently allowed for persons with disabilities in some “forever wild” Forest Preserve land classifications with a special DEC-issued permit under its CP-3 program. The program does not allow such vehicles in Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe Areas. OPDMDs include golf carts, e-bikes, ATVs, UTVs, and trucks. Under the APA’s proposed amendment, these devices would be exempt from the master plan’s current definition of “motor vehicle,” thus lifting the ban on their use in Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe Areas. The organizations oppose the proposed amendment because it directly contravenes the master plan’s definition of Wilderness Areas and will permanently alter the Forest Preserve landscape and its ecologies. The APA previously classified all the potentially affected lands as too sensitive for motorized recreation. The Adirondack Park is a globally significant resource, representing one of the largest and most intact temperate forests left in the world. With wilderness areas making up only 3.3 percent of New York’s land, these protections are essential to preserving not only the ecological health of the region but also its cultural and recreational value.
· Cathy Pedler, Adirondack Mountain Club's Director of Advocacy, addressed the APA board about the SLMP amendments and accessibility. The ADK Club supports the mobility definition; however, they feel the SLMP should fix the state definition of OPMD to match the federal definition, DEC and APA should both be responsible for where OPMD devices are allowed and OPMD should be moved from being exempted from the definition of motor vehicles because before a policy is complete, you can’t exempt it from the motor vehicle definition.
· Dave Gibson, Managing Partner of Adirondack Wild (AWA), echoes Jackie Bower and Cathy Pedler's statements on the SLMP. He also thanked the APA board for reviewing and considering changes to the SLMP. Dave also informed the board the 5th edition of Wilderness Management: Stewardship and Protection of Resources and Values will be published by Waveland Press later this month. The classic textbook contains the most comprehensive and updated information about climate change, wilderness resources, and their stewardship and protection. The textbook’s editor, Chad Dawson, is a member of Adirondack Wild’s board of directors and is familiar to many throughout the Adirondacks. Dr. Chad P. Dawson is professor emeritus of Recreation Resources Management and former chair of the Department of Forest and Natural Resources Management at the College of Environmental Science and Forestry. He has spent decades in the Adirondack Park interviewing recreationists, developing protocols, selecting indicators, describing impacts, and publishing the results of recreational preferences and management implications for the Adirondack Forest Preserve. Dr. Dawson edited the International Journal of Wilderness, co-edited the textbook’s earlier editions with John Hendee, and served a term on the NYS Adirondack Park Agency (2016-2020). The 1st edition was published in 1978. For 45 years, this classic textbook on wilderness management has served as the most comprehensive information available on the stewardship and protection of wilderness resources and values. The book also describes state-managed wilderness systems, such as New York State’s in the Adirondack and Catskill Parks. The text is written for wilderness and wildlands planners, managers, stewards, advocates, and educators. This revised fifth edition builds on the material of the first four editions and extensively updates chapters on: international wilderness; managing for appropriate wilderness conditions; wilderness ecosystems; fire in wilderness ecosystems; ecological impacts of wilderness recreation and their management; and wilderness visitor management. This textbook is an invaluable guide for resource managers, students, scientists, policymakers, wilderness advocates, and visitors.
· Lorraine Duvall, author of the New York Almanac, addressed concerns about allowing motorized vehicles in the wilderness. She feels more work is needed to determine what users want or need. She recommends no action be taken until a full user study is done.
Barb Rice 
· NYS Budget for 2026 includes a $1.6 million increase in the operating budget (this will allow the APA to increase staffing levels from 54 to 59, the highest overall staffing in 14 years) and an additional $10 million capital allocation for the new headquarters.
· Governor Hochul's budget focuses on affordability. She has proposed technical housing assistance programs, funding for water and sewer projects, use of title insurance to expedite land acquisition, and the 30 by 30 initiative.
· Corrie Magee EPS II received the 2024 Distinguished Service Award from the NY Society of American Foresters.
· Barb presented the 2024 Annual Report and thanked Keith McKeever and Ben Brosseau for their work on the report. She stated their work was exceptional. The full report can be found here: 2024_APA_Annual_Report-Web.pdf.  Barb presented this report to the APLGRB on February 26, 2025.
Mark Hall, Public Awareness and Communications Committee 
· Provided a presentation on Community Spotlight—Town of Waverly. The full report can be found here: waverly-community-spotlight.pdf
Park Ecology
· RASS Division Report (Dr. Elizabeth Schuyler, APA) 
· Herbicide Treatment of Invasive Milfoil in the Adirondacks: Assessing Outcomes and Success Metrics (Aaron Ziemann, APA). The overview includes assessments on pre- and post-treatment plant survey data, residual herbicide concentration monitoring, and applicator observations during the treatment process. Staff also evaluated each applicant’s stated treatment goals and whether the treatments were successful. PowerPoint Presentation
· Getting My Feet Wet: An Internship Mapping Wetlands with the Adirondack Park Agency (Lydia Harvey, 2024 APA Intern) As part of her master’s project, Lydia Harvey presented her research focusing on mapping deep water marshes in six lakes in the Park during the summer of 2024. Using GIS technology, boat-based surveys, and field data collection, the project focused on the distribution of critical plant communities. The work provides essential data for the Agency to guide land use planning, monitor ecological changes, and enhance wetland conservation efforts. Getting My Feet Wet: A graduate internship mapping wetlands with the Adirondack Park Agency
· APLGRB members engaged in an extensive discussion on the product percelocor, hand harvesting, and other ways to manage invasive species, eradication continuance, preventive programs, and short- and long-term planning solutions.
· APLGRB members engaged in an extensive discussion on communications towers, costs relating to them, and increased costs because of vague permitting policies. All members and APA staff agreed the process could be better, and they will continue to work on solutions to streamline the permitting process to avoid unnecessary confusion.
New Business
None
Correspondence
None
Round Table
· Brian C discussed the solar project on Sacandaga Lake. The Foothills Solar project is a 200-acre solar farm in Fulton County, which would be the largest in the Adirondacks. Brian and Ralph questioned fire and other safety concerns, as well as the disposal of the solar panels and the lithium-ion batteries.
· John F. informed the board the April 30th meeting is all set for Paul Smiths College, and student chefs will be preparing the food.
· Mark, APA, stated communication is key to the communities and the APA and thanked Barb for initiating open communication. He also thanked Barb for allowing him to become more involved with the APA and stated he does not discuss personnel issues in public but wanted to thank her for all she has contributed to the agency. He also shared that he and Carrie will be presenting at the Adirondack Forum in May on infrastructure projects.
· Brian W. said that working on the communication project through Hamilton County has made him more aware the APA is trying to work with the communities and extended his thanks to them.
· Matt informed the board there has been an influx of snowmobilers around the area, and we haven’t seen that in years due to low snowfall. He also informed the board of the Adirondack Park Agency’s approval of two new cellular towers in Inlet. The two towers will serve T-Mobile and Cingular Wireless customers along with emergency responders in Hamilton and Herkimer counties. The project is known as Tarpon Towers II. The first tower will be about 95 feet tall and will be built about 3,400 feet northwest of Limekiln Road. Antennas will be installed for T-Mobile customers, Hamilton and Herkimer counties, and the town of Inlet. The second will be located about 60 feet from the first structure and is expected to be about 90 feet high. This one will have a Cingular Wireless antenna, along with another one for the town of Inlet. Space will be available for other permitted users. Both are expected to be concealed as simulated pine trees, helping them blend in with the surrounding area. The pine tree disguises will add another five feet in height for the two towers.
· Ralph attended a meeting in Corning, NY. At the meeting, lithium-ion batteries were addressed as well as the disposal of them. Lithium-ion batteries are proliferating, but public knowledge about how and why to properly dispose of them has not caught up, putting the public and the people along the waste and recycling chain in danger. There’s nothing you can do to put out a lithium-ion battery fire; it has to extinguish by itself. It needs to consume all of the flammable substances available to it for it to not reignite. Recycling plants, homes, garbage trucks, landfill workers, etc., can all be affected. Safety procedures and solutions need to be developed, and, as of yet, they have not been. There are many safety concerns, including downwind issues, business and homeowners’ insurance exclusion, etc.
· Keith thanked the APLGRB for the good discussion.
· Carrie is employed by the Development Authority of the North Country (DANC) and they own a landfill. She thanked Ralph for providing the information on the lithium-ion battery problem. She said entities needing project permits (solar projects, battery storage facilities, etc.) should consider associated costs as they are not the responsibility of the taxpayers. She also informed the board Meghan Phillips got back to her about the Cranberry Lake Project and why the state didn’t’ purchase all of the property. Meghan said they did not purchase all the property because there were non-conforming structures and snowmobile trails on the parcel not purchased. An easement may be forthcoming. 

The motion was made by Carrie and seconded by Jeff to adjourn the meeting at 12:37 pm.

The next meeting is on March 26 at George Henry’s in Warrensburg.
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